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Analytical Research on the Personality and Behavioral
Characteristics of Commanders and Military Managers in the
Teachings of the Holy Quran and Nahj al-Balagha
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Ayatollah Esmaeili®

Abstract

Some indicators have been proposed in the teachings of the Holy Quran and Nahj
al-Balagha that their identification and analysis are very important and helpful in
process of selection and management of military forces. This study aims to identify
and analyze the personality and behavioral characteristics of commanders and
military managers in teachings of the holy Quran and Nahj al-Balagha. This research
is applied in terms of purpose; descriptive-analytical in terms of method; and it was
done in two stages: The first stage of the research is the content analysis method and
the second stage is the descriptive-interpretive method. The sample community of
the research is the Holy Qur'an and Nahj al-Balagha. Coefficient of agreement
between the coders and the multi-strain of the sources were used for validity and
reliability. The results show that the most important characteristics of a competent
military manager in these two important religious sources can be classified in two
categories; 1. character: commitment, scientific and physical strength, insight,
patience, knowledge of the truth, benevolence, purity of heart, the ability to
understand the ruling of God and the Messenger; and 2. behavior: trustworthiness,
piety and avoiding rebellion, understanding with subordinates, encouraging
subordinates in a timely manner, avoiding laxity and slippage and avoiding slowness
and haste according to the situation, opposing the ego and practical defense of
religion and religious rituals. By achieving these two categories, a military manager
is acceptable from the perspective of the Holy Qur'an and Nahj al-Balaghah.

Keywords: Military Managers, Commander, Holy Quran, Nahj al-Balagha, Imam
Ali
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